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\vith railways, the only important tracts requiring immediate
improvement in railway communications are the Attock and
Shahpur districts in the Punjab, the Hamirpur, Banda and
Mirzapur districts in the U. P. and the Shahabad, Palamau,
Hazaribagh and Ranchi districts in Bihar. But in peninsular
India such areas are considerable. In the C. P., Saugor,
Damoh, Chhindwara, Seoni, Nimar, Baitul, Amraoti, Buldana,
Akola, Yeotmal, Balaghat, Bilaspur, Raipur and Drug; in
Bombay Khandesh, Nasik, Thana, Ahmednagar, Ratnagiri,
Satara and North Kanara; and in Madras South Kanara,
Malabar, Coimbatore, Salem, Nellore, Godavari, Vizagapatam
and Ganjam districts contain extensive areas which are more
than 10 miles away from any railway track. If a line be drawn
through the cities of Allahabad, Gaya, Ranchi, Chakradharpur,
Cuttack, Vizagapatam, Hyderabad, Chanda, Jubbulpore and
Katni, it will roughly enclose the region most backward in
railway communications in the whole of India.
Most of these areas are not very sparsely populated. In
general, they contain a population of one hundred persons to a
square mile. There are difficulties, no doubt, in these regions
of terrain and the backward nature of trade and commerce,
which make railway construction difficult and costly. In spite
of those drawbacks, improvement in railway communications
in these regions, by providing branch and subsidiary lines, is
certainly desirable and should be undertaken in the post-war
period, if an even distribution of industries, commensurate
with the resources of different regions throughout the country,
is accepted as the ultimate aim.
In the matter of roads, the government plan is to build
nearly 4,00,000 miles of new roads of various classes. So far as
the village and district roads in this programme are concerned,
we are in complete agreement with the government plan. These
roads will lead to the introduction of motor transport in rural
areas, which will be of very great advantage and benefit to the
rural population as well as to trade, industries (both rural and
urban), agriculture and general prosperity of the country as a
whole. It is said that 'in England the road leads everywhere'.
Similarly the picture of 4he rural India of the future, that we
imagine, is one in which motor transport will penetrate to the
remotest villages, connecting them with the main transport
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